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NOTE:
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY JANUARY 31, 2009
TO:
MEMBERS OF THE FINANCIAL LAWYERS CONFERENCE


The Annual Seminar of the Financial Lawyers Conference for 2009 will take place at the Rancho Bernardo Inn, San Diego, California, over the weekend of March 13-15, 2009.  This year’s Seminar topic is:

Avoiding Pitfalls (And Missed Opportunities) Under Article 9 (Does your risk management committee--and do your clients--know where things stand today?)

The Seminar will focus on Revised Article 9, which will have been in effect for nearly 8 years by March, looking at (i) case law that has brought troublesome issues to light, (ii) the effect that other commercial law issues have on practice under Article 9, and (iii) issues currently being considered by the Article 9 Review Committee that has been formed to consider changes to Article 9.  The faculty for the Seminar will be Linda Rousch and Stephen Sepinuck, of Gonzaga University School of Law, and the FLC’s own Steven O. Weise.
Since the existence, perfection or non-perfection, and priority of security interests can have profound effects in bankruptcy—witness the current stories about the accidentally-terminated UCC filing against Heller Ehrman, we are certain that the discussions will be as relevant to bankruptcy practitioners as to commercial lawyers.





The Seminar materials will be distributed via e-mail again this year.  Therefore, we ask each applicant to provide an e-mail address.  We will, upon request, provide hard copies of materials for those who would prefer that method of distribution.


The weekend includes approximately 12 hours of roundtable Seminar, which has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education credit by the State Bar of California.

The luxurious, newly-renovated Rancho Bernardo Inn Golf Resort & Spa offers guests the finest of amenities, including a world-class spa (http://www.ranchobernardoinn.com/spa.html), award-winning cuisine, superb golf and tennis, and a well-appointed fitness center.  Rancho Bernardo Inn Golf Resort & Spa is located just minutes from many of San Diego’s top attractions:  the Wild Animal Park, Legoland, Sea World, the San Diego Zoo, and (of course, although likely to be chilly at this time of year) southern California beaches. (Please see http://www.ranchobernardoinn.com for more information about the resort and to view this beautiful property, but please note – all Seminar applications and accommodations must be made through the Financial Lawyers Conference.)

The Financial Lawyers Conference is making comprehensive arrangements for fine dining and entertainment throughout the Seminar weekend.  Friday evening will feature a buffet dinner, followed by poker and games (including Apples to Apples) in the hospitality suite.  On Saturday evening, FLC will host a wine tasting reception featuring local wines, followed by FLC's traditional awards dinner—and, after that, by poker and games.

Attendees and guests will have the option on Saturday afternoon to participate in group activities including FLC's annual golf and tennis tournaments,
 hiking, and biking, and to enjoy classes and amenities at the spa, or to take advantage of the fitness center, which includes both strength training and cardio equipment (including circuit equipment, treadmill, stairmasters, lifecycles, and the all-important flat-screen televisions for all cardio machines).  

On Saturday morning, spouses and guests will have the additional option of taking a trip to see Queen Califia’s Magic Circle (a sculpture garden designed by Nikki de Saint Phalle, reminiscent of Gaudi’s Parque Guell in Barcelona), in Escondido (http://www.queencalifia.org/garden.html).  We would appreciate your registering for this optional event (on the enclosed Application), and indicating your willingness to help carpool.  There will be no fee, and registration is not absolutely required, but the number of participants will be limited by the capacities of the available vehicles, and preference will be given to people who have registered for the trip, and to drivers.

FLC’s policy on attendance by children is described in the attached rules.  While Ranch Bernardo Inn does not provide baby-sitting itself, we are informed that many guests have been very happy with Marion’s Child Care, at (619) 303-4379.  Current charges are $18/hr. for one or two children in the same family, and $19/hr. for more than two children.  There is a 4-hour minimum, and you must provide a written permission letter if children are allowed to go out of their room with the sitter.  For further information about Marion’s Child Care, or to make arrangements, please call them directly; for information about alternatives, please call the Inn, at (858) 675-8500, and ask for the concierge, Karen.  

The preliminary schedule for the Seminar weekend is as follows:


	FRIDAY
	1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
	SEMINAR

	3/13/09
	6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
	Hosted Cocktail Party

	
	7:00 pm – 10:00 pm
	Buffet Dinner

	
	10:00 pm – 11:45 pm
	Poker and Games

	SATURDAY
3/14/09
	7:00 am – 9:00 am
	Buffet Breakfast

	
	8:00 am – 12:00 noon
	SEMINAR

	
	10:00 am – 12:00 am
	Queen Califia Magic Circle (Optional Event for Spouses/Guests)

	
	12:00 noon – 1:30 pm
	Buffet Lunch

	
	1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

6:30 pm – 7:30 pm

7:30 pm – 9:30 pm
	Annual FLC Golf Tournament, Tennis Tournament, Hike, Bike, and Other Activities

Hosted Local Wine Tasting Reception

Dinner and Award Presentations

	
	9:30 pm - 11:45 pm
	Poker and Games

	SUNDAY
3/15/09
	7:00 am – 9:00 am

8:00 am – 12:00 noon

1:00 pm
	Buffet Breakfast, Including Traditional FLC Lox and Bagels

SEMINAR

Late Check Out Requested


Note:
A hospitality room will be available from 1 pm Friday afternoon, and again Saturday evening for poker and games.


Check-in time is 4 pm, although some rooms may be available earlier.

Luggage storage will be provided in the lobby.

The standard registration fee for the Seminar is $1,950 per couple or $1,750 for an individual.  (The registration fee for optional early arrival on Thursday 3/12/09 is $2,300 per couple or $2,100 per individual.)  The registration fee includes the educational program and materials; room and tax; and in-room coffee/tea; hosted receptions on Friday and Saturday evenings; dinners on Friday and Saturday; buffet breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday; buffet lunch on Saturday; three Seminar breaks with snacks and beverages; and parking.  As in previous years, there will be a $75 registration fee for each child aged three through twelve that will be attending one or more of the three meals that are open to children (Saturday breakfast, Saturday lunch, and Sunday breakfast).  Incidental charges (such as room service, mini bar charges, hotel restaurants and bars, gift shop purchases, greens fees ($135 for Saturday’s tournament), and spa fees, will be charged to the attendees.

If the Seminar is oversubscribed, attendance will be determined by the enclosed rules.  We draw your attention to a recent change in the rules, which is intended to encourage participation by newer members of the FLC.  We no longer require that each applicant have been a member of the FLC for the two years immediately preceding the Seminar, but membership in prior years will give an applicant priority if the Seminar is oversubscribed.  Please note as well that, once an application is submitted, it may not be rescinded.  Refunds will be subject to paragraph 7 of the rules.
Please complete the enclosed Application and mail it, together with your check or completed credit card information, to Christyne Buteyn, Financial Lawyers Conference, 214 Main Street, #336, El Segundo, CA  90245.  To be sure that it arrives by the January 31st deadline, you may deliver the application and check by messenger to the same address.  Alternatively, you may deliver the application, together with your signed credit card information, by facsimile to Financial Lawyers Conference at (310) 615-4581.  
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY JANUARY 31, 2009. 

We look forward to seeing you at the Seminar.  We expect this to be an outstanding weekend!

Very truly yours,

Jerome A. Grossman
Vice President and Seminar Chair

Steven O. Weise
Proskauer Rose LLP

Steven O. Weise practices in all areas of commercial law. His experience in financing is extensive, especially in those secured by personal property, including structured financing. He also handles matters involving California real property anti-deficiency laws, workouts, guarantees, sales of goods, equipment leasing, commercial paper and checks, letters of credit, and investment securities. In addition, Mr. Weise’s experience covers e-commerce, contract law (including “plain English” drafting), and consumer law compliance matters. He lectures widely on commercial law topics and legal opinion letters and is the author of over 100 articles on these topics.  Steve was the ABA Advisor to the Drafting Committee that revised Article 9 in the late 1990's and is an ALI member of the current drafting committee.  He also represents the ABA at the UNCITRAL project on a secured transactions guide.  His contributions to both state and national bar groups have been immense.  Steve received his B.A. in 1971 from Yale University and his J.D. in 1974 from the University of California, Berkeley, Boalt Hall School of Law.  

Professor Linda J. Rusch
Co-director, Commercial Law Center
Gonzaga University School of Law

Linda J. Rusch is Frederick N. and Barbara T. Curley Professor in Commercial Law at Gonzaga University School of Law. Prior to joining Gonzaga in 2005, she was a professor of law teaching in the area of commercial law at Hamline University School of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota.  Prof. Rusch graduated from the University of Iowa College of Law with highest distinction and was elected to the Order of the Coif. Prior to joining the Hamline faculty in 1992, she practiced commercial law and bankruptcy as an associate with the Minneapolis firm of Faegre & Benson, and clerked for the Honorable Milton I. Shadur, United States District Court, Northern District of Illinois.

Over the course of several years, Prof. Rusch has been involved in the revision of the Uniform Commercial Code. From 1996-99, she served as the Associate Reporter for the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws and the American Law Institute Drafting Committee to Revise Article 2 of the UCC. From 2000 to 2003, she served as a co-reporter for and member of the NCCUSL-ALI Drafting Committee to revise UCC Article 7. She currently serves as a member of the Permanent Editorial Board of the UCC, is on the Executive Committee for the PEB, and is actively involved in many national and local bar groups. She is currently the Secretary of the ABA Business Law Section and the President-Elect for the American College of Commercial Finance Lawyers. .She has published numerous articles and books on the Uniform Commercial Code and bankruptcy, and is a frequent lecturer on those topics.

Professor Stephen L. Sepinuck

Co-director, Commercial Law Center
Gonzaga University School of Law

Professor Sepinuck has an A.B. in history from Brown University, a J.D. cum laude from Boston University, and an LL.M in Taxation from New York University.  In the 1980s, he specialized in creditors' rights and related commercial issues while practicing law in Florida and in the federal tax aspects of public and private financings while practicing in California. In 1989, he began teaching at IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law. Two years later, he joined the faculty of Gonzaga University School of Law, where he teaches courses on Secured Transactions, Bankruptcy, Sales, and Contracts.

Professor Sepinuck has authored five books, numerous articles, and won awards for both his teaching and his scholarship. In the 1990s, he served as an advisor to the Drafting Committee that revised Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code and chaired its Task Force on Deposit Accounts. More recently, he was appointed as ABA Advisor to the new Joint Review Committee for Article 9 of the Uniform Commercial Code. He also annually edits the survey of commercial law that appears in The Business Lawyer and serves as Chair of the ABA's UCC Committee.

�  Greens fees for the golf tournament, paid separately by participants, will be $135.





