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	February 8, 2011

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 9, 2011

TO:
MEMBERS OF THE FINANCIAL LAWYERS CONFERENCE
The Annual Seminar of the Financial Lawyers Conference for 2011 will take place at the St. Regis Monarch Beach Resort, Dana Point, California, over the weekend of April 15-17, 2011.  This year’s Seminar topic is:

A Potpourri of Finance and Insolvency Issues with an International Flair
The customary format of presenting sophisticated legal materials and hypothetical fact patterns, combined with an interactive approach, will challenge attendees of every level of experience to adapt important domestic and foreign legal principles to fundamental daily practice concerns of finance and insolvency lawyers.  The faculty for the seminar will be Bruce Leonard of the Cassels Brock law firm in Toronto and Judge Bruce A. Markell, United States Bankruptcy Judge for the District of Nevada.  Our esteemed faculty will draw upon their extensive expertise and experience as practicing lawyers, academicians and (in the case of Judge Markell) a jurist, to develop both well known and lesser known legal issues, with their own unique insights. 
About 3 weeks before the seminar, FLC will email attendees the written course materials including the hypothetical fact patterns and questions that will form the basis for the seminar discussions, as well as assignments of each attendee to a particular topic. 
The hypothetical fact patterns will provide a context for discussion of practical day-to-day basic concerns for finance and insolvency lawyers seeking a firm grounding in important legal principles.  The faculty will open the eyes of the younger lawyers and challenge the most experienced practitioners in discussions of currently developing issues, and their easily-neglected implications, including among many others, the following:

1) Article 9 International Perfection Issues and Domestic Legislative Updates and Changes;

2) Preserving Value in Multinational Corporate Group Restructurings;

3) Safely Lending to Revenue–Based Projects Here and Abroad; 

4) Expect the Unexpected in Distressed Situations:  D&O Liabilities Abroad and How they Constrain Lenders and Debtors; 

5) Financing International Restructurings: Entry, Operating and Exit Financing in Cross-Border Cases; and

6) Preferences and Clawbacks:  It’s Different Abroad.  

In covering these topics, our faculty will cover up to the minute developments of UNCITRAL in addressing perfection and insolvency issues.  




Since the seminar materials will be distributed via e-mail again this year, please be sure to provide your email address on your application.  Upon request, the FLC will also provide hard copies of materials for those who would prefer that method of distribution.

The weekend includes approximately 12 hours of roundtable discussion, which has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education credit by the State Bar of California.

	The seminar will be held at the
St. Regis Monarch Beach Resort
One Monarch Beach Resort
Dana Point, California  92629
Click here for directions »

	The St. Regis Monarch Beach Resort stands along the shores of the Pacific Ocean, a little over an hour south of Los Angeles. It is the only California resort crowned with the Mobil Five-Star Award and the AAA Five-Diamond Award. This award-winning coastal retreat features an 18-hole Robert Trent Jones, Jr.-designed golf course, 30,000-square foot Spa Gaucin, six ocean-view restaurants including celebrated chef Michael Mina's Stonehill Tavern, and landscaped nature trails leading to the 6.1 acre beach.

	(Please see www.stregismonarchbeach.com)


The Financial Lawyers Conference is making comprehensive arrangements for fine dining and entertainment throughout the seminar weekend.  Friday evening will feature a cocktail reception and a buffet dinner, followed by conversation, socializing, poker and games in the hospitality suite.  A buffet lunch will be served on Saturday afternoon.  On Saturday evening, FLC will host a cocktail reception, followed by FLC's traditional awards dinner—and, after that, more conversation, socializing, poker and games.

Attendees and guests will have free time Saturday afternoon with the option of participating in group activities including FLC's annual golf and tennis tournaments,
 hiking or  biking, or instead indulging in the spa, or taking advantage of the fitness center, which includes both strength training and cardio equipment.
On Saturday morning, spouses and other guests will have the additional option of participating in a cooking class.
  We would appreciate your registering for this optional event (on the enclosed Application).
The FLC’s policy on attendance by children is described in the attached rules.  Child care and babysitting arrangements can be made directly through the hotel concierge.
The preliminary schedule for the seminar weekend is as follows:
	FRIDAY
	1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
	SEMINAR

	4/15/11
	6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
	Hosted Cocktail Party

	
	7:00 pm – 9:30 pm
	Buffet Dinner

	
	9:30 pm – 11:45 pm
	Conversation, Socializing, Poker, and Games



	SATURDAY
4/16/11
	7:00 am – 10:00 am
	Buffet Breakfast

	
	8:00 am – 12:00 noon
	SEMINAR

	
	10:00 am – 11:30 am
	Cooking Class (Optional Event for Spouses/Guests)

	
	12:00 noon – 2:00 pm
	Buffet Lunch

	
	1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

6:00 pm – 7:30 pm

7:30 pm – 9:30 pm

	Free Time, Annual FLC Golf Tournament, Tennis Tournament, Hike, Bike, and Other Activities

Hosted Cocktail Party
Dinner and Award Presentations

	
	9:30 pm - 11:45 pm
	Conversation, Socializing, Poker, and Games



	SUNDAY
4/17/11
	7:00 am – 10:00 am

8:00 am – 12:00 noon

1:00 pm
	Buffet Breakfast, Including Traditional FLC Lox and Bagels

SEMINAR

Late Check Out Requested





Check-in time is 4 pm, although some rooms may be available earlier.

Luggage storage will be provided in the lobby.

The standard registration fee for the seminar is $1,950 per couple or $1,750 for an individual (same as last year).  The registration fee for optional early arrival on Thursday 4/15/11 is $2,300 per couple or $2,100 per individual.  The registration fee includes the educational program and materials; room and tax; in-room coffee/tea; hosted cocktail receptions on Friday and Saturday evenings; dinners on Friday and Saturday; buffet breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday; buffet lunch on Saturday; three seminar breaks with snacks and beverages; and nightly hospitality suites on Friday and Saturday.  As in previous years, there will be a $75 registration fee for each child aged three through twelve who will be attending one or more of the three meals that are open to children (Saturday breakfast, Saturday lunch, and Sunday breakfast).  Incidental charges (such as room service, mini bar charges, hotel restaurants and bars, gift shop purchases, greens fees for Saturday’s golf tournament, and spa fees), will be charged to the attendees.

If the seminar is oversubscribed as it has been in many prior years, attendance will be determined by the enclosed rules.  We draw your attention to a recent change in the rules, which is intended to encourage participation by newer members of the FLC.  We no longer require that each applicant has been a member of the FLC for the two years immediately preceding the seminar, but membership in prior years will give an applicant priority if the seminar is oversubscribed.  Please note as well that, once an application is submitted, it may not be withdrawn.  Refunds will be subject to paragraph 7 of the rules.
Please complete the enclosed Application and mail it, together with your check or completed credit card authorization and information, to Christyne Buteyn, Financial Lawyers Conference, 214 Main Street, #336, El Segundo, CA  90245.  To be sure that it arrives by the March 9 deadline, you may deliver the application and check by messenger to the same address.  Alternatively, you may deliver the application, together with your signed credit card information, by facsimile to Financial Lawyers Conference at (310) 615-4581.  
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 9, 2011.
We look forward to seeing you at the seminar.  This is sure to be an educational, fulfilling and enjoyable weekend!


	                                                                                                                     Robert D. Goldschein
                                                                                                 Vice President and Seminar Chair

	

	


Seminar Faculty and Moderators:

Bruce Leonard

Partner, Cassels, Brock & Blackwell LLP

Bruce Leonard is the partner-in-charge of the Business Reorganization Group at Cassels Brock & Blackwell, and was admitted to practice in 1970.  Mr. Leonard is the Chair, a Director and a Founding Member of the International Insolvency Institute, a limited membership invitational association of senior insolvency professionals, Judges and regulators from 65 countries worldwide.  He is Past Chair of the International Bar Association's Committee on Insolvency and Creditors' Rights (comprising 1200 lawyers from over 80 countries).  He was the Founder of and served as the Chair and a Director of The Insolvency Institute of Canada, a limited membership invitational organization of senior insolvency professionals in Canada, from its inception in 1990 to 2002.  The Institute has established the Bruce Leonard Prize in Insolvency Studies at five Ontario Universities.

Mr. Leonard is the only International Member of the United States National Bankruptcy Conference, and serves as Chair of the Conference’s International Committee.  He is a Fellow and a Director of the American College of Bankruptcy and Co-Chair of the College’s International Committee.  He is also a Life Fellow of the American Bar Foundation.  Mr. Leonard has been named to Euromoney’s Best of the Best listings since 2002 (when the listing originated) as one of the top 25 insolvency and restructuring lawyers in the world and appears regularly in the listings of top insolvency and restructuring lawyers that are published in Europe and North America.

Mr. Leonard is a Member of the American Law Institute where he served as Chair and Co-Reporter for Canada on the American Law Institute's Transnational Insolvency Project.  He is currently the Co-Chair of the ALI/III project on Principles of Co-operation in 
Transnational Cases and Mr. Leonard is the Editor-in-Chief of the Thomson/West Annual Review of International Insolvency.  Mr. Leonard has participated in most significant Canadian and cross-border reorganizational proceedings for over thirty years.

Judge Bruce A. Markell

Bankruptcy Judge, District of Nevada 

Bruce A. Markell was sworn in as a bankruptcy judge in July of 2004, and has served on the Bankruptcy Appellate Panel for the Ninth Circuit since 2007.  Before taking the bench, he practiced bankruptcy and business law for ten years in Los Angeles, and was a law professor for fourteen.  He is the author of numerous articles on bankruptcy and commercial law, and a co-author of four law school casebooks, one of which will soon be translated into Japanese.  He contributes to COLLIER ON BANKRUPCTY, and is a member of COLLIER’S editorial advisory board.  He is a conferee of the National Bankruptcy Conference, a fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, a member of the International Insolvency Institute, and a member of the American Law Institute.

He has been an advisor to the United Nations on secured transactions and to the Republic of Indonesia on bankruptcy reform.  He was the International Bar Association’s representative to the meetings that lead up to UNCITRAL’s promulgation of a convention on the assignment of receivables.

�  Greens fees for the golf tournament, paid separately by participants, will be $165.


� Cost of the cooking class will be $75 per person.






