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APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 19, 2010
TO:
MEMBERS OF THE FINANCIAL LAWYERS CONFERENCE

The Annual Seminar of the Financial Lawyers Conference for 2010 will take place at the St. Regis Monarch Beach Resort, Dana Point, California, over the weekend of April 16-18, 2010.  This year’s Seminar topic is:

Current Issues and Neglected Ideas in Bankruptcy Reorganizations
The customary problem-solving format will challenge attendees of every level of experience to adapt important principles from U.S. Supreme Court and lower court cases to fundamental daily practice concerns of bankruptcy and finance lawyers.  The faculty for the seminar will be Professors Ken Klee and Eric Brunstad.

Professors Brunstad and Klee will draw upon their day-to-day experience as practicing lawyers at prominent firms as well as their academic careers.  Eric Brunstad has argued several recent bankruptcy cases in the U.S. Supreme Court and teaches at Yale Law School.  Ken Klee, a tenured professor at the UCLA Law School, has taught at Harvard Law School and USC Law School.  He has authored a recent book Bankruptcy and the Supreme Court, as well as two prior books on Bankruptcy and Business Reorganization, numerous articles, and was one of the principal drafters of the 1978 Bankruptcy Code.
FLC will email attendees the written course materials (hypothetical fact patterns and questions that will form the basis for the seminar discussions, the case opinions on which they are based, and excerpts from Professor Klee’s new book, Bankruptcy and the Supreme Court).  Attendees will also be entitled to purchase Professor Klee’s book at a discount.

The hypothetical fact patterns will provide a context for discussion of practical day-to-day basic concerns for bankruptcy and finance lawyers seeking a firm grounding in important fundamental principles.  The faculty will also challenge the most experienced practitioners in discussions of currently developing issues and cases, and their easily-neglected implications, including among many others, the following:

(a) Inconsistencies in the treatment of parent-subsidiary and affiliate guarantees, including implications of the 1935 Supreme Court case, Ivanhoe Bldg. & Loan Ass’n v. Orr, 295 U.S. 243, which presents problems and opportunities regarding treatment of such claims, as well as possible arguments for substantive consolidation.
(b) Practical issues in structuring plans of reorganization in light of absolute priority and new value decisions such as Case v. Los Angeles Lumber, Ahlers, and Bank of America National Trust & Savings Ass’n v. 203 North LaSalle Street Partnership, 526 U.S. 434 (1999) and their relationship to “gifting” from one class to another as addressed in Official Unsecured Creditors’ Comm. v. Stern (In re SPM Mfg. Corp.) 984 F. 2d 1305 (1st Cir. 1993).
(c) Collateral attacks on bankruptcy court decisions where the court arguably lacked jurisdiction initially to make its decision.  Travelers Indemnity Co. v. Bailey, 129 S. Ct. 2195 (2009) and pending cases.
(d) Still undecided questions on the recovery of attorneys fees in the aftermath of Travelers Cas. & Sur. Co. of America v. PG&E, 549 U.S. 443 (2007).
(e) Practical bankruptcy litigation issues such as the right to jury trial, sovereign immunity, and finality in both avoiding actions and other litigation.

(f) Practical use of canons of construction for interpreting arguably ambiguous Bankruptcy Code provisions – a topic that is becoming more important for every practitioner.




Since the Seminar materials will be distributed via e-mail again this year, please be sure to provide your email address on your application.  Upon request, the FLC will also provide hard copies of materials for those who would prefer that method of distribution.

The weekend includes approximately 12 hours of roundtable Seminar, which has been approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education credit by the State Bar of California.

	The seminar will be held at the
St. Regis Monarch Beach Resort
One Monarch Beach Resort
Dana Point, California  92629
Click here for directions »

	The St. Regis Monarch Beach Resort stands along the shores of the Pacific Ocean, a little over an hour south of Los Angeles. It is the only California resort crowned with the Mobil Five-Star Award and the AAA Five-Diamond Award. This award-winning coastal retreat features an 18-hole Robert Trent Jones, Jr.-designed golf course, 30,000-square foot Spa Gaucin, six ocean-view restaurants including celebrated chef Michael Mina's Stonehill Tavern, and landscaped nature trails leading to the 6.1 acre beach.

	(Please see www.stregismonarchbeach.com)


The Financial Lawyers Conference is making comprehensive arrangements for fine dining and entertainment throughout the Seminar weekend.  Friday evening will feature a buffet dinner, followed by conversation, socializing, poker and games in the hospitality suite.  On Saturday evening, FLC will host a cocktail reception, followed by FLC's traditional awards dinner—and, after that, conversation, socializing, poker and games.

Attendees and guests will have the option on Saturday afternoon of participating in group activities including FLC's annual golf and tennis tournaments,
 hiking, biking, classes and amenities at the spa, or of taking advantage of the fitness center, which includes both strength training and cardio equipment.
On Saturday morning, spouses and guests will have the additional option of taking a cooking class with executive chef Michael Mina.
  We would appreciate your registering for this optional event (on the enclosed Application).
The FLC’s policy on attendance by children is described in the attached rules.  Child care and babysitting arrangements can be made directly through the hotel concierge.
The preliminary schedule for the Seminar weekend is as follows:
	FRIDAY
	1:30 pm – 5:30 pm
	SEMINAR

	4/16/10
	6:00 pm – 7:00 pm
	Hosted Cocktail Party

	
	7:00 pm – 9:30 pm
	Buffet Dinner

	
	9:30 pm – 11:45 pm
	Conversation, Socializing, Poker, and Games



	SATURDAY
4/17/10
	7:00 am – 10:00 am
	Buffet Breakfast

	
	8:00 am – 12:00 noon
	SEMINAR

	
	10:00 am – 11:30 am
	Cooking Class with executive chef Michael Mina (Optional Event for Spouses/Guests)

	
	12:00 noon – 2:00 pm
	Buffet Lunch

	
	1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 

6:00 pm – 7:30 pm

7:30 pm – 9:30 pm

	Free Time, Annual FLC Golf Tournament, Tennis Tournament, Hike, Bike, and Other Activities

Hosted Cocktail Party
Dinner and Award Presentations

	
	9:30 pm - 11:45 pm
	Conversation, Socializing, Poker, and Games



	SUNDAY
4/18/10
	7:00 am – 10:00 am

8:00 am – 12:00 noon

1:00 pm
	Buffet Breakfast, Including Traditional FLC Lox and Bagels

SEMINAR

Late Check Out Requested




Note:
A hospitality room will be available from 1 pm Friday afternoon, and again Friday & Saturday evenings for conversation, socializing, poker, and games.


Check-in time is 4 pm, although some rooms may be available earlier.

Luggage storage will be provided in the lobby.

The standard registration fee for the Seminar is $1,950 per couple or $1,750 for an individual.  (The registration fee for optional early arrival on Thursday 4/15/09 is $2,300 per couple or $2,100 per individual.)  The registration fee includes the educational program and materials; room and tax; in-room coffee/tea; hosted cocktail receptions on Friday and Saturday evenings; dinners on Friday and Saturday; buffet breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday; buffet lunch on Saturday; and three Seminar breaks with snacks and beverages.  As in previous years, there will be a $75 registration fee for each child aged three through twelve who will be attending one or more of the three meals that are open to children (Saturday breakfast, Saturday lunch, and Sunday breakfast).  Incidental charges (such as room service, mini bar charges, hotel restaurants and bars, gift shop purchases, greens fees for Saturday’s golf tournament), and spa fees, will be charged to the attendees.

If the Seminar is oversubscribed as it has been in many prior years, attendance will be determined by the enclosed rules.  We draw your attention to a recent change in the rules, which is intended to encourage participation by newer members of the FLC.  We no longer require that each applicant have been a member of the FLC for the two years immediately preceding the Seminar, but membership in prior years will give an applicant priority if the Seminar is oversubscribed.  Please note as well that, once an application is submitted, it may not be withdrawn.  Refunds will be subject to paragraph 7 of the rules.
Please complete the enclosed Application and mail it, together with your check or completed credit card authorization and information, to Christyne Buteyn, Financial Lawyers Conference, 214 Main Street, #336, El Segundo, CA  90245.  To be sure that it arrives by the February 19 deadline, you may deliver the application and check by messenger to the same address.  Alternatively, you may deliver the application, together with your signed credit card information, by facsimile to Financial Lawyers Conference at (310) 615-4581.  
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY FEBRUARY 19, 2010.
We look forward to seeing you at the Seminar.  We expect this to be an outstanding and enjoyable weekend!


	                                                                                                                     Martin S. Zohn
                                                                                                 Vice President and Seminar Chair

	

	


Seminar Faculty and Moderators:

	Kenneth Klee
Professor, UCLA School of Law
Partner, Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern 

	Kenneth Klee is a tenured professor at the UCLA School of Law and a founding partner of Klee, Tuchin, Bogdanoff & Stern LLP.  From 1974 to 1977, he served as associate counsel to the Committee on the Judiciary, U.S. House of Representatives, where he was one of the principal drafters of the 1978 Bankruptcy Code. Since then, he has served as a consultant on bankruptcy legislation to the U.S. Department of Justice and the House Judiciary Committee, a member of the Advisory Committee on Bankruptcy Rules to the Judicial Conference of the United States, and a member of the executive committee of the National Bankruptcy Conference.

Ken has authored Bankruptcy and the Supreme Court, has co-authored Business Reorganization in Bankruptcy (with Scarberry, 1995, 2d ed. 2001, 3d ed. 2006) and Fundamentals of Bankruptcy Law (4th ed., with Treister, 1996), and over 30 law review articles on bankruptcy law.  He has also taught at University of Southern California Law School and Harvard Law School.
Representative clients of Ken have included: Equity investors in 203 N. La Salle Street Assocs.; Boston Chicken Plan Trust as majority equity owner of Einstein/Noah Bagel Corp.; Maxwell Communication Corp. PLC, as appellant before the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit in Maxwell Communication Corp. PLC v. Societe Generale, et al; the out-of-court Bondholders' Steering Committee in Primestar; 400 South Hope Street Associates L.P., in which he served as lead debtor's counsel; the debtors in Barney's Inc., et al, as debtors' special counsel; the debtors in Anacomp, Inc.; the debtors in Sun World; the debtors in the five administratively consolidated Standard Brands Paint Company cases; the debtor in Financial Corporation of America; the creditors' committees in the Adelphia, Del Taco, Iridium, Papercraft and Griffin Resorts, Inc. chapter 11 cases; the noteholders' committee in PG&E National Energy Group, the out-of-court bondholders' committees in the Charter Medical and Orion Pictures restructurings; and Pennzoil, in the Texaco Inc. chapter 11 case. 


	G. Eric Brunstad, Jr.
Visiting Lecturer, Yale Law School
Partner, Dechert LLP

	Since 1990, Eric Brunstad has been a visiting lecturer at the Yale Law School where he teaches courses on bankruptcy, commercial law, and argument and reason.    He has argued 10 cases in the U.S. Supreme Court including on behalf of the Marshall family in the Anna Nicole Smith case, Marshall v. Marshall, 547 U.S. 293 (2006); on behalf of Travelers in Travelers Cas. & Sur. Co. v. Pacific Gas & Elec. Co., 127 S. Ct. 1199 (2007); and on behalf of Citizens Bank in Marrama v. Citizens Bank of Massachusetts, 127 S. Ct. 1105 (2007). He has worked on more than 35 others before the Supreme Court.  He has also taught at the Harvard Law School, is a fellow of the American College of Bankruptcy, and is a contributing author for the Collier treatise on bankruptcy law.

Eric is a graduate of Connecticut College, (B.A., magna cum laude, 1983) and the University of Michigan Law School, (J.D., 1986, Associate and Contributing Editor of the Michigan Law Review). 




�  Greens fees for the golf tournament, paid separately by participants, will be $185.


� Cost of the cooking class will be $60 per person.






